


Here and continued

City of Industry, just outside of Los Angeles, is Supercamp heaven. The facility is HUGE! We had a good time with the
regular schools, but it was the Supermoto school that stood out. There were only 6 student sign-ups which meant one
group of riders. That in turn meant we wore some people out! It was the first Supermoto school on the TT-R230's and it
was too much fun. Those bikes really do handle just like a full size bike but without the huge horsepower to make you lazy
and get you in trouble. The only bad part of the trip was trying to get there and trying to get home again. On the way
out we started the drive almost immediately with chains on the truck only to fall into a pattern of good weather / bad
weather. On the way home things went a bit better until we reached sweet home Colorado. It was spring snow time.
Thick, wet, heavy, and zero visibility. But, we made it, eventually.

Speaking of bad weather, we then tried to head to Kentucky. Key word being tried. An ice storm came through and the
facility we were going to use became home base for disaster relief for the National Guard. That may sound like a bad
thing, and to the people stuck without power and water | am sure it was. But, for us we just switched over to nearby
DuQuoin, lllinois which is not a bad deal at all. Not only did we get to have a ton of fun Supercamping we got to go dirt-
track racing with a Steve Nace Productions event. Briefly, we had a student run straight over the tripod and camera,
destroyed about a dozen front brake levers and another dozen rear brake pedals, stayed at the track from eight in the
morning to eleven at night, and J.D. grabbed Scooter’s front brake lever on the cool down lap after racing. Those events

along and a few more and all the details made for a lot of laughs. .
Calistoga, California was a first time visit for us. Located in the heart @SS of Napa Valley this little covered arena is
a winner.  Chris Carter from Motion Pro came out to play alon ey \ith a whole crew from Leo Vince the

o
3
o
=
o
©
=<
o
[
=
=4
>
o)

exhaust manufacturer. We appreciate all of our sponsors support, we wouldn't still be going without them. It is nice to
have them out to play from time to time. As it came time to leave though of course it started to snow in the high country.
Once again the truck stopped. Luckily though Donner Pass is used to snow and the plows went about their job and the
chains went on the truck. Off to the east coast and our first ProCamp.

Harrington, DE has the unique distinction as the only Supercamp stop on the east coast. Combine that fact with the shear
number of riders on the east coast and you always have full schools and long waiting lists. This year was no exception.
With so many students the instructors found the first two days gone without any chances to exercise the demons. While
we do enjoy helping the students, and it is a good thing we got wrapped up in that, a few hot laps are necessary now and
again. At the end of the day we had an instructor session. The flagger was instructed to give four minutes each way. Well,
that turned into about fourteen minutes each way. And, we are happy to report no one got hurt, with exception of a few
feelings. The racer school was typical Harrington. We got another new Lyskawa kid to beat on, had a family of four
generations riding, and tried our best to reign in 30 racers and make them 30 better racers. The ProCamp though is
where it got real interesting. But, there is a whole other ramble about that 48 hours.

All of it was fun to some degree. Now where the heck are we going! Oh, that's right Springfield, IL with four days of
Supercamp and two Grand National flat-track races. We will see you therel!



CREATING THE ULTIMATE BIKE

Turning the average TT-R
into a Supercamp replica.

Setting up yourYamaha TT-RI25LE just like the American Supercamp bikes is a relatively easy task. This article is a guide
to just what goes into the best training bikes in the world. The chassis needs to be set up to fit an adult along with a little
suspension tuning. A good set of rubber is fitted to the wheels. The motor is the easy part, and if you really want to keep
going GY'TR (Genuine Yamaha Technology Racing) has some great accessories.

In setting up our TT-R's two changes make the all the
difference for allowing an average size adult to fit a “mini-
bike.” The first switch is replacing the stock seat with the
GYTR tall seat. Not only does the tall seat allow extra
room for longer legs, but is also a one of the toughest
seat covers we have ever seen. Which may not be
necessary, but certainly is nice. The second switch is the
handle bars. We have come to the conclusion that the
Renthal brand Jimmy Button bend fits the bike pretty well.
Keep in mind that if you want to try a different bend
there are very few absolutes in motorcycling. But, if you
put on a pair of ape hangers so your knees don't get
tangled in the handle bars you are sacrificing body
position.

ASC ran completely stock suspension for a couple of
schools. And, it wasn't bad. But, we wanted to tighten it
up a bit for supermoto training also. To do that we
replaced the stock fork oil with |5 weight, stock volume.
We also cut | inch off of the fork springs and replaced
that area with a | inch solid spacer A spacer can be
easily made out PVC pipe. Out back of the machines we
simply added two turns of preload to the shock spring
and then ran the rebound and compression all the way
tight. It is a great low cost suspension set up. And don't

worry, if you don't think you are a competent enough
mechanic to tear into the forks there is not much that
you can mess up which can't be fixed easily and relatively
cheaply at your local dealership.

We love Dunlops. Before any of our bikes hit the dirt
they get a D739 up front and and a GT501 out back. The
secret lies in the little bit of extra grooving we put into
the 501. We have reprinted an article on grooving
written by our buddy Rick Matheny a while back later in
this newsletter. There, of course, are other tires that
would work. But, remember the focus is not necessarily
the most traction, but rather the best feedback as the
bike starts to slide.

The American Supercamp motors are 100% stock. We
don't feel the need to try and get more horsepower out
of our little bikes. We are focused on trying to get more
out of our riders. But, in case you just can't help yourself
Leo Vince make really cool pipes. And, they sound even
cooler than they look. GYTR also has all sorts of other
neat stuff to dress your bike up including ultra-trick
breakaway clutch levers and anodized billet aluminum
foot pegs that even we couldn't resist putting on. Lastly, a
call to Victory Circle Graphix gets the custom vinyl set for
the bike for that factory look!

Now all your bike needs is a rider!




GROOVING YOUR OWN 125 DIRT TRACKTIRE

by Rick Matheny
Those of you who have attended Supercamp probably already realize that the school machines are shod with Dunlop
street tires out back, and closer inspection likely told you that there was some tampering with the stock groove pattern.
There's a method to the madness of tire grooving, and this feature is a quick guide to how it's done - mind you, those wily
dirt-track racing tuners have secrets of tire grooving that no amount of money will bring out of secrecy, however this is a
basic prep course to help get you started. Remember, we are setting these bikes up for good consistent feeling. Our goal
isn't most outright traction, but rather getting as much feedback out of the tire and machine as possible. Here are the
details of the process that Supercamp goes through to prepare the virgin Dunlop 501 for training use on the Yamahas.
Many different tires fit the [6-inch rim and can be similarly prepared. The first step is to map your cuts. Assuming that you
already posses a tire groover, of which there are two distinct types: standard, manual irons, and the “electronic” or
“industrial” tire groover that is 5 times as expensive, but much more efficient to use. For starters, use the cheaper “heated
knife" type iron, available for under $100 from dirt-track oriented distributors (see sidebar) Chalk your cuts with a lumber
crayon, paint marker or other durable, light colored marker. You can follow the basic
layout here of two cuts around the circumference on each side, followed by transverse
cuts. Use the existing pattern and expound on that. The whole idea is to break the tire
footprint up into more discrete blocks that are able to adapt to the track surface more
quickly by distributing the forces into a smaller block of tread. This essentially makes the
tread pattern ‘flow’ across the surface better. Too many grooves detract from the overall
area of the contact patch though, so be careful. There is a‘happy medium’in tire grooving
techniques. Take your time. If you lose patience and try to force the iron through the
carcass, you'll stretch the surface and the result will be an uneven, shallow groove that just
doesnt do much good in allowing the tread blocks to work independently. Pull the
rubber strips out of the groove before they cool too much if the iron does not remove
them. They're more flexible and pop out easier. Safety first! Most dirt track tuners and
racers have at least one story of tire irons burning flesh. They will groove your hands and
arms just like the tire, although they do offer the advantage of cauterizing the wound
instantly! Although it's not rocket science, grooving takes a few tires to learn. Start with an
easy pattern and work on your technique. Before long, you'll be groovy, too.

Y o g

Z\) The first step is mapping your groove pattern.These are the longitudinal grooves.
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@ Here’s the finished tire, on the left, next to a chalked out stock tire.

@ Grooving with a traditional resistance element tire iron can be quite strenuous.
The key is to relax and let the tool do the work.
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Need a tire-groover?
A&A Racing
800-551-7755

Actually there are a lot more car and kart shops and parts houses that have various
tire groovers than there are motorcycle retailers. The basic model is even available
from Tucker Rocky and Parts Unlimited. So, you should be able to ask your local
dealer to order one for you. If you want to check out the fancy ones check out A&A.
If they don’t have one they will get you pointed in the right direction. Expect to pay
over $300 for one of these. They are very easy to use, although they use blades up
quickly.




NEWProca J ..... give the rider solid

continued feedback on how it is reacting
to rider input. The wheels are a combination of a
19" front and an 18" rear which gives great feedback
on developing feel for using the front to scrub speed
as well as the rear Both front and rear get the
Dunlop K180 dirt track tire.

The ProCamp is 100% dirt-track. That doesn't mean
top level roadracers won't get anything out of it
many can. But, this is a bring a steel shoe program.
While the curriculum is sure to expand the initial
school focused especially on scrubbing speed with
the front tire and balanced slides to maximize the
beneficial effects. Also, simple things such as getting
your inside foot back on the footpeg early and
getting the riders vision opened up were hammered
home. The level of riders also opened us up to
some new drills that otherwise we might not be
willing to try. We went brakeless, we had a track that
continued to get narrower, we even ran tight corners
in higher than optimal gears. The most common
comment among the instructors was that we
learned as much as the students. The new drills are
challenging! But, in that fun on a motorcycle kind of
way.

The ProCamp is hereby proclaimed the greatest
thing since sliced bread. While this is not the
program for everyone it is neat to be able to offer
this step for those that are ready for it. The
ProCamp is limited to those who have already
attended a standard American Supercamp and only
to 12 years old and up with participation only upon
acceptance. We are excited about this, but don't
want to put anyone in over their head. If this sounds
like the program for you check out the fall schedule,

RIDING TIP REMINDER

For those of you reading this that have trained with American
Supercamp you know that there is a lot that goes into riding
well. Whether your goal is just to be a safe rider or a fast rider
(which you probably want to do safely) there are a few key
basics that will help set up a solid foundation for that riding. In
this article we are going to consider our vision as riders.

A rider is going to go wherever that rider is looking with very
few exceptions. If we encounter a problem and look at that
problem we are going to end up smack dab in the middle of
that problem. But, while that seems pretty apparent while we sit
on a chair and think about it when in the saddle looking where
we want to go instead of looking where we are going is not
always quite so easy.

Of course if we decide to ride a road of spectacular scenery
through the Rocky Mountains | am going to want to enjoy the
sights and look around a bit. But, every rider can find times to
focus on our vision. If you are a racer it is pretty simple. Every
so often when practicing make a point to slow down your pace
so that you can consciously look ahead and learn to absorb the
objects in your peripheral vision. By looking where you want to
go you will get there quicker. And, that is the point of racing.
But also, by learning that you as a rider can react to and avoid
objects without looking at them you will avoid many of the bike
into bike incidents so common in racing. You have to force
yourself to recognize that you can see and react to peripheral
vision. As a rider you have to practice with conscious actions
what we want to establish as subconscious reactions. Physically
we are programed to gravitate toward our focus and more
quickly react to our peripheral vision. As a street rider our pace
should be relatively slow already. None of our students would
ever exceed the posted speed limits. But, we can still make the
point of trying to see all of the things going on in our peripheral
vision.

There is more to riding than just looking where you want to go.
But, it is an easy thing to work on once and a while and one of
the basics for being a better rider. And, no matter how good we
get at it we can probably be better!
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